Poland: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow — A Polish American 
Professor Takes a Look 
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By Daniel Coats 


This week, I had the opportunity to speak with Pawel Kalczynski, an information systems professor at Cal 
State Fullerton’s Mihaylo College of Business and Economics who was raised and educated in Poland. 
He told me about his country and what makes it so special. It was the first time I ever met someone 
educated in Poland, and it sounds like such an interesting place! 





According to Kalczynski, economic conditions in Poland have been improving steadily since 1989, when 
communism collapsed in Eastern Europe. 


“Every year, things have been improving, Poland joined NATO and the European Union, which is 
perceived as positive for both security and economics,” he says. 


I was surprised to learn that information technology is a rapidly-developing employment sector in Poland, 
and the country is outsourcing IT services to the rest of the world. 


‘A unique aspect of Poland’s social structure today is the 500 Plus program, which gives families financial 
incentives to have multiple children — about $125 monthly for each child after the first. There are also 
discounts ~ such as for transportation and museum admissions ~ for large families. 


“It is an interesting social experiment based on forecast population declines,” says Kalczynski. “Whether 
there will be long-term success remains to be seen, but it is having some effect.” 


Over the centuries, Poland has experienced more than its share of wartime suffering, mostly at the hands 
of modern-day Russia and Germany. 


For instance, Poland had a very large Jewish population 
before World War II, but most Polish Jews were 
tragically murdered during the Holocaust. In the Cold 
War era, the country’s majority Roman Catholics 
suffered persecution under a communist government. 
Lech Walesa, Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul I are 
national heroes today for bringing political, economic 
and religious freedom to the country in recent times. 


Today’s Poles are confident of Germany's stability, but 
they worry about Russian aggression. 


At the same time, the country is an outstanding 
destination for the tourist to Europe. 


“Polish people are known for their hospitality and 
visitors will be very welcome,” says Kalczynski. “The 
young people especially speak some English. The 
country is beautiful, safe and of historical 
significance.” 





If you just have a few days, Kalczynski suggests 
visiting the southern city of Krakow, an underrated but 
beautiful city, and the nearby World War II sites, such 


Pawel Kalczynski at the Tatra National Park in Poland. 
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‘And then there’s the natural beauty, including 
mountains in the south and lakes in the northeast. 
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